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RIVAL FLAG 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a flag, and more 
particularly, to a flag that depicts indicia associated with two 
rival parties and distinguishes between two rival parties. The 
rival flag has the shape of a parallelogram divided by a 
diagonal to form two triangular pennants the logos for two 
different teams, one right side up and the other inverted, so 
that the logo which is right side , up indicates the winning team 
and the inverted logo indicates the losing team. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Sports enthusiasts have long sought novel ways to express 
loyalty to their teams through displaying logo-bearing flags, 
pennants, and other paraphernalia at sports events, in the home, 
in the car, or various other locations. The advent of formal 
licensing programs by sports teams at all levels of competition, 
both amateur and professional, along with the increased 
following of team sports by the general population, has resulted 
in increased popularity of such products. However, while such 
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products convey the loyalties of an individual or a group to 
others, they serve little other purpose. 

A flag or pennant, having the logo or name of two opposing 
teams displayed thereon in such a manner as to distinguish 
between the winning and losing teams is desirable. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,881,391, issued March 16, 1999 to D.W. 
Mullaney, discloses a pair of flags bearing a sports team's 
colors . and/or logo and a pair of upstanding standards for 
carrying the flags. The standards are removably secured to the 
opposing sides of the visor of a baseball or similar type cap. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,774,869, issued October 4, 1988 to J. 
Riksford, discloses a multi-flag marching baton. The baton is 
configured to display one flag while the other flag is stored 
within. When the baton's telescoping members are pulled apart, 
the second flag is displayed while causing the first flag to be 
stored within the baton itself. 

Other patents relating to pennants and related 
paraphernalia include Des. 62,092, issued March 13, 1923 to W.M. 
Pope (pennant); U.S. Patent No. 2002/0073914 Al , issued June 20, 
2002 to B. Kinahan (apparatus for supporting a banner unfurled); 
and Japanese Patent No. 2002-40,973, published February 8, 2002 
(a cheering flag) . 
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None of the above inventions and patents, taken either 
ngly or in combination, is seen to describe the instant 



invention as claimed. Thus a rival flag solving the 

aforementioned problems is desired. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

* 

The rival flag is made from a sheet of material having a 
parallelogram shape. A diagonal line divides the parallelogram 
into first and second complementary", triangular- shaped pennants. 
Each pennant has indicia marked thereon representing one of two 
opposing teams. The indicia on the two pennants face opposite 
directions. Thus, when the rival flag is oriented such that the 
first pennant is on top and the second pennant is on the bottom, 
indicia on the first pennant is displayed right side up while 
.indicia on the second pennant is displayed upside down. When 
the rival flag is oriented such that the second pennant is on 
top and the first pennant is on the bottom, indicia on the 
second pennant is. displayed right side up while indicia on the 
first pennant is displayed upside down. 

By orienting the rival flag such that the pennant for the 
winning team is on top, the rival flag may be used to indicate 
the winner of two opposing teams. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a rival flag according to a 
first embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a front view of a rival flag according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 3A is a front view of a rival flag according to a 
third embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 3B is a rear view of the rival flag according to a 
third embodiment of the present invention. 

Similar reference characters denote corresponding features 
consistently throughout the attached drawings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention relates to a rival flag, generally 
designated as 10 in the drawings. As is shown in Fig. 1, the 
rival flag depicts the logo, name, or other identifying indicia 
of two rival parties. The rival parties can be, for example, 
opposing athletic teams. 

The rival flag 10 is preferably made from a sheet of 
material having a parallelogram shape. The rival flag 10 can be 
made from fabric, plastic, metal, or wood. Alternatively, 
however, the rival flag 10 may be a photographic or computerized 




image displayed on television or other forms of media. As is 
shown, a diagonal line 12 divides the parallelogram into first 
and second complementary, triangular- shaped pennants 14 and 16, 
respectively. The diagonal line 12 may be defined by any 
suitable means, including, stitching, drawing, etc. The first 
pennant 14 has indicia 18 marked thereon representing one team 
and the second pennant 16 has indicia 20 marked thereon 
representing an opposing team. The indicia 18 on the first 
pennant 14 faces a direction opposite from the indicia 20 on the 
second pennant 16. Thus, when the rival flag 10 is oriented 
such that the first pennant 14 is on top and the second pennant 
16 is on the bottom, indicia 18 on the first pennant 14 is 
displayed right side up, while indicia 20 on the second pennant 
16 is displayed upside down. When the rival flag 10 is oriented 
such that the second pennant 16 is on top and the first pennant 
14 is on the bottom, indicia 20 on the second pennant 16 is 
displayed right side up, while indicia 18 on the first pennant 
14 is displayed upside down. 

By orienting the rival flag 10 such that the indicia 
associated with the winning team is right side up, the rival 
flag 10 may be used to indicate the winner or winning team of 
two opposing teams. For example, the rival flag 10 may be 
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displayed at an athletic event to indicate which team is in the 
lead or which team is the winner. Similarly, merely an image of 
the rival flag 10 may be portrayed on television or other forms 
of media to indicate the winner or winning team. Alternatively, 
however, the rival flag 10 may itself be utilized as part of a 
separate game between two parties. For example, two parties who 
possess the rival flag 10 and support opposing teams depicted on 
the flag 10 can agree that the party supporting the losing team 
must display the rival flag 10 where it can be easily seen by 
others, such that the winning team's pennant is displayed on 
top. The rival flag 10 must be displayed in this fashion until 
the two opposing teams meet again in competition. Displaying 
the rival flag 10 in this manner will serve to disgrace the 
supporter of the losing team while honoring the supporter of the 
winning team. 

In the embodiment depicted in Fig. 1, the rival flag 10 is 
configured as a conventional flag. Although not necessary, the 
rival flag 10 may include a vertical support 22 such as a pole, 
which may be attached to either side edge of the rival flag 10. 
Alternatively, however, the rival flag 10 may be hung on a wall 
or other support structure. The rival flag 10 is preferably 
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made from a sheet of flexible material such as a flexible fabric 
or plastic . 

Fig. 2 depicts an alternative embodiment of the rival flag, 
designated as 11 in the drawings. The rival flag 11 is 
identical to the rival flag 10, except that the rival flag 11 is 
configured as a license plate and is preferably made from metal. 
As is shown, the rival flag 11 may have screws 23 inserted 
therethrough for affixing the rival flag 11 to a car bumper. 

Figs. 3A-3B depict yet another embodiment of the rival 
flag, designated as 13 in the. drawings. The rival flag 13 may 
be used as a refrigerator magnet or the like. Fig. 3A depicts a 
front view of the rival flag 13. The rival flag 13 is identical 
to the rival flag 10, except that the rival flag 13 is 
preferably made from a rigid material, such as a rigid plastic, 
metal, or wooden material and has magnets 24 affixed to its rear 
surface, as can be seen in Fig. 3B. Alternatively, however, the 
rival flag 13 may itself be constructed from a magnetic 
material, thereby eliminating the need for attaching magnets 
thereto . 

It is to be understood that the present invention is not 
limited to the embodiments described above, but encompasses any 
and all embodiments within the scope of the following claims. 



